SELECTIONS 


FROM THE 


VERNACU LAR NEWSPAPERS 


PUBLISHED IN THE 


PUNJAB, NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCES, OUDH, AND 
CENTRAL PROVINCES, 


Received up to 22nd December, 1870. 


POLITICAL (DOMESTIC). 


Tae Muftd-ul Andm of the 8th December quotes the Rohil- 
khund Akhbér in praise of the people of Hindistan, whose 
patient endurance of increased taxation the writer contrasts 
with the conduct of some people in England. It appears 
that, for the purpose of making some improvement:in London, 
it became necessary to close some shops or warehouses. The 
owners of these are said to have claimed damages, and filed a 
complaint against Government amounting to four lakhs and 
eighty-one thousand rupees, which was settled by Government 
paying about half the amount claimed. The writer says, “the 
jest of the thing is that these people made a statement to the 
effect that their annual income was only sixty thousand ; while 
a calculation will show that this, in comparison to their claim, 
is but a fifth. A thousand times over and over is praise due 
to the people of Hindustan, for in their case more than double 
the amount of tax is levied; and thisis owing to the conduct 
of the tax-collectors, who pay no regard to the real income of 


the people, who do asthay are told by the Government, and 
bear all silently.” 


The Allygurh Institute Gazette of the 9th December con- 
tains an article concerning the measures adopted by Govern- 
ment towards the Wahabee sect. The writer is of opinion that 
the meaning of the term “‘ Wahabee” isnot properly understood 
by Government; that the alleged and real meanings are as 
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different from one another as heaven from earth, and that, 

as this is the case, the oppression practised in consequence 
is very great, and calculated to make the Mahomedans the 
evil-disposed class they are supposed tobe. The writer denies 
that the word “Wahabeo” means “ rebél ;” that, the right 
and Mahomedan meaning is, one who acknowledges the exist- 
ence of one God, supreme and omnipotent. Moreover, it is 
against the Wahabee’s creed to worship graves, tazias, &., and 
his prayers are made to God alone; while one who acts against 
the commands of the Prophet cannot be deemed a true Musul- 
man. The writer proceeds to condemn the course adopted by 
Government of seizing good, respectable men, under the plea 
that they are rebels, opposed to the British rule, merely because 
they are called Wahabees ; and he considers it in direct oppo- 
sition to the declared policy of that Government which prohi- 
bits all interference with any man’s religion. At the same 
time he is of opinion that the above is not the true reason why 
these Wahabee seizures are made, but that the real reason is 
that they are suspected of being bad characters. He con- 
cludes by directing the attention of Government to the 
true meaning of the word “ Wahabee,” and enquires by 
what law it is considered fair to look upon those as rebels who. 
receive shelter and protection from Government. Nodoubt, he 
says, it is right for them (the :Mahomedans) to believe a cru- 
sade against infidels to be a sacred: duty, and no true Mus- 
sulman will deny that it is so; but it is. at the same time a 
duty fully as sacred to guard against and shun a crusade 
against those who shelter them, or rebel against the ruling. 
powers. In conclusion, the writer suggests that active mea- 
sures ought to be suspended until the meaning of the word 
‘“‘ Wababee” is well ascertained, and the conduct. of those 
calling themselves such has been proved inimical to the Gov- 
ernment; after which there is no reason why all bad characters 
should not be dealt with according to law. 


The Ab-i-Hayat-i-Hind of the 15th December ate to. ’ 
efforts made by.the English Government to abolish crime, and 
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the expenses incurred in the successful endeavours to improve 
the condition of the people generally; but at the same time 
the writer regrets that the prevalence of gambling and theft 
continues unabated. These he considers the greatest of all 
evils, and no efficient measures have been adopted to do more 
than check them. He says that when complaint is made to the 
Police no enquiry results, but that the complainant is told 
that hé ought to look after the safety of his lost property, 
that he has estimated it at double its value, &c., &c.: the result 
being that many remain quiet, bear their losses, and the bad 
characters have it all their own way: there is no punishment 
for them, and no one enquires whence the money they are able 
to spend comes. It is added that far-seeing people are of 
opinion that thefts ought to'be settled by panchayats in the. 
different neighbourhoods where they occur, and that the noto- 
riously bad characters of such places should be threatened with 
the responsibility of such crimes. cobs 
POLITICAL (FOREIGN). 


The Koh-i-Nir of the 10th December, under the heading 
“* Chumba,”’ considers the news of the Anjumdn-i-Akhbdr well 
worthy of notice. It is thought that the rights of Sochet Singh, 
brother of the Rajah, have been most unjustly lost sight of in 
favour of a half brother. Moreover, itis said that recently, when. 
the proprieter of the Koh-i-nidr was at Palumpore fair, where a 
number of Hill Chiefs were collected together, they were of one 
6pinion concerning the treatment Sochet Singh had. received. 
The writer endorses all the editor of the Anjumdn-t- Akhbdr says 
on this subject, and adds that.some people declare that if the 
tightful heir is allowed to succeed there will not: be any neces- 
sity for an English Agent, as Sochet Singh is quite competent 
to assume charge of the State; and hence this injustice which has 
been shown him, as it is to the advantage of the subordinates of 
the State that the half brother.should: be the acknowledged. 
heir. The writer concludes with a remark that the zemindars 


and cultivators are greatly displeased. _ 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


‘The Ura Akhbér of the 8th December, under the heading 
f N ew Tax,’’ commences an article with the native saying,. 
“ one melon sees another, and catches its colour,” and.goes on 
to say that, although Government was necessitated to levy a tax 
on the people, there can be no great necessity for the Railway 
authorities todo so. At every Railway station, it is said, the 
vendors of fruit, sweetmeats, pan, &., all are taxed from seven 


to eight rupees per month, and this leads people to reflect and 


consider the amount of profit such hawkers realize, and how 
unfortunate travellers are made to suffer in consequence. It 
is further said that contractors of such wares have sprung up 
at every station, and these people exercise a good deal of 
oppression. The writer concludes by calling the attention of 
the Railway authorities to this —_ and begging a discon- 
tinuance of the practice. 


Under the heading ‘‘ Delhi,” the Koh-t-Wi ur of the 10th of 
December alludes to some of the vendors of adulterated ghee 
having been well fined; which course on the part of the local 
authorities has, it is said, given great satisfaction to the people 
in general. The writer considers that this is a matter of con- 
gratulation, and highly creditable to the Magistrate, because 
such fraud exists in other places and no notice is taken of it. 
At Umritsur, especially, it is said, pashmina is adulterated 
with wool, but nothing has been done to prevent it. 


The Matla-i-Nix of the 5th December alludes to a Aik. 


ance between the city people at Mow and the sepoys of the 


3rd and 14th Native Infantry. A baker is reported to have 
been beaten so severely that he died from the effects of his ill- 


treatment. The Cantonment Magistrate has offered Rs. 1,000 


reward for the discovery of the murderers, but as yet without 
success. It is added that a sepoy of the 3rd Native Infantry 
lately beat a Mohurrir of the Magistrate’s office on account. of 
some slight dispute. The people of the bazar, especially the bun- 
neahs, are said to be in a state of great alarm about the sepoys, 


a. 
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who havethreatened toplunderthem. The writer adds that these 
regiments are partly composed of Panjabis, men of great sta- 
ture and strength, and that their officers do not interfere to 
prevent this oppression. Evil results are prognosticated ; but 
the writer concludes by stating that one regiment at leastis undér 
marching orders, and he congratulates the people on the same. 


The Kdrndmah of the 12th December alludes to the recent 
brutal murder at Bulleah by a number of boatmen. The wri- 
ter’s version is that these boatmen, numbering some 150 or 
200, had collected for poojah, and during their orgies two 
men were tied to a tree and hacked to pieces, the idea being 


that they would come to life —_ as | they had personated 
Hindu deities. 


‘The same paper, under the hooting  Shahabad, ”’ ihiations 
that a sowar of the Maharajah of Dumrdon was recently sent 
to summon a cultivator, the latter died on the road, his rela- 
tions complained, and the sowar, fearful of being made answer- — 
able for the man’s death, decamped. The case went up to the 
authorities of Buxar, and the Diwan of Dumrdéon was sum- 
moned, who denied that he had any power in the administration 
of the State, on which the Rajah was ordered to look into it 
without the assistance of the Diwan. The writer appears to 


think that ere long some arrangements will be made to inter- 
fere with the management of the Rajah. 


Referring to the Wahabee question, the Kdrnémah of the 
12th December notices the meeting of learned Mahomedans at 
the residence of Maulavi Latif Khan Bahadur, on which occa- 
sion the learned Maulavi Kardmat Ali of Jounpore is said to 
have argued thus: that Hindustan is the capital of Islam, and 
the Queen of England a ryot of Islam; it is therefore only 
right that the Mussulmans should combine with her and fight 
against others. It isa matter of congratulation that the Mus- 
sulman zeal thus displayed against the Wahabee movement isas _ 
great, or greater, than that displayed by the Maulavis who deceived 
the weak-minded people of Caléutta into the desire of warring — 
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against the British. ° Whether Hiridustan be“ Dar-ul-harb * 
or Dar-ul-Islim, in either case the Jehad is wrong. Maulavi 
Karamat Ali deserves all the praise and commendation bestowed 
updn him by the press, and likewise the thanks of Government, 
as he has helped to dissipate the suspicion which lurked in the 
minds of the authorities. But the editor expresses his anxiety 
to see the written argument of Karamat Ali, in which he has 
described Hindtistan as Dar-ul-[sldm, as he feels certain that the 
wise and sensible English will be greatly amused at the same. 
He also thinks highly of those men of the North-West who 


have in writing the “ Fatwa’”’ omitted all flattery and | given 
the simple truth, and only truth. 


The Oudh Akhbdr of the 13th December, in his epitome of 
Lucknow news, refers to what is called “ astrange circumstance,” 
viz. that certain 2nd class vakeels have received certificates with- 
out passing examinations, and that their certi ificates are written 
on stamps of Rs. 25, while those who have passed received cer- 
tificates on stamps of the value of Rs. 15. The former work 
in the Civil Court under the Judicial Commissioner, and the 
latter under the Deputy Commissioner. The writer considers 
that those who have passed examinations are in this case illtreat- 
ed, and a hope is expressed that the Judicial Commissioner will 
look into the matter, and see the justice of an enquiry and redress. 


The same paper mentions the establishment by some high 
native officials of a pension fund for the benefit of their families, 
to be conducted upon the same principle as the funds already 
established among the European employés, with this difference, 
that the amount of pension will be something less. 


Under the heading ‘‘ Most unmerciful Cruelty and Mur- 
der,” thesame paper alludes to the case recently under trial at 
the High Court, North-Western Provinces, in which certain 
persons were convicted of having murdered and eaten a young © 
child, the offspring of the widow of a Syud, and Superintendent 


of a Zenana School. The opinion of the Appellate Court is 


given.to the effect that for such horrible crime transportation 
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was not sufficient punishment, as it came under the head of 
wilful murder. 


_—— 


The following Vernacular newspapers have been examined 
in this report viz. :— 


a" 


: WHERE Pus- | DaTE OF 
- NAME OF NEWSPAPER. myer DATE. Raters. 
| 1870. 1870. 
1 | Akhbér-i-Alam, .o- | Meerut, we | Decr. 8th | Dec. 13th 
q\|M ufid-ul-Andm, ... | Futtehgurh, ... i 8th » 18th 
8 | Allygurh Institute Gazette,| Allygurh, “wil Ss 9th » 18th 
4 | Meerut Gazette, we. | Meerut, jee » 10th ay «= (4S 
5 Akhba ar -i-Alam, eee Ditto , eee 9 lst 99 14th 
6 | Koh-i-Nir, »o. | Lahore, mi ls » 14th 
7 | A khbar-ul- Akhydr, eo. | Muzafferpore,...| — ,, Ist » 15th 
& M a tla-i-Ni Ur, eee Cawnpore, eee rT 5th " ] 5th 
9 | Dabdaba-i-Sikandart, ...| Rampore, .w.| 4, 12th] ,, 15th 
10 | Nasim-2-Jaunpore, .. | Uaunpore, a. » 18th » 15th 
11 | Orda Dhaulpore — Dhaulpore, ...| Novr, 30th »  ldsth 
12 | Rifah-t-khaldig, Shahjehanpore, Decr. Ist » 15th 
13 Ueda Akhbar, ... | Delhi, 06s “ 8th » 5th 
14 | Agra Akhbar, ... | Agra, nee » 10th » 16th 
15 | Kdrnamah, .e. | uucknow, — » tan » 16th 
16 | Shola-z- Tar, ... | Cawnpore, a. » 18th » 16th 
17 | Gwalior Gazette, ,«. | Gwalior, oce . = » 17th 
18 | Mdlwad Akhbar, we. | andour, ee » » 17th 
19 | Rajpitdna Social Science | Jaipore, vee 99 9th » 17th 
Congress. 

90 Akmal-ul-Akhbédr 3 , ee6 D elhi, eee 9 ] 4th 99 i 7th 
91 | Urdi Mérwér Gazette, ,., | J odhpore, wx. » 12th » 19th 
22 | Ab-i-Haydt-i-Hind,  .,., | Agra, or » 15th » 19th 
93 | Urdéi Akhbdr, ee | Delhi, ave . ie » 19th 


24 | Lawrence Gazette, 
95 | Jalwa-i- Tir, 

26 | Nur-ul-Absdr, 

97 | Oudh Akhbar, 


oe Meerut, eee 99 ] 6th 99 ] 9th 


eee Ditto, eee 99 ] 6th 99 ] 9th 
.. | Allahabad, ...] 4, 15th » 19th 


... | Lucknow, 000 » 18th » 20th 


28 | Urdu Delhi Gazette, ..,| Agra, — “wt. » 20th 
29 Koh-i-Nir 9 eee Lahore, eee 99 17th 99 20th 
30 | Panjabt Akhbar, .e | Ditto, ast. : aa » 20th 
$l Ditto, eee Ditto, oo0 » 27th » 20th 
32 | Meerut Gazette, vee | Meerut, ae A » 20th 
33 M uf id-t-Am, eee Ag ray Te 99 15th 9 2ist 


34 | Majma-ul-Bahrain, _.,,| Ludhiana, ... » sth . = 
35 | Khair Khwéh-i-Panjab,... | Gujaranwalla,...| , 8rdwk.| ,, 2lst 


36 Ditto, aa Ditto, eee ff 3 4th wk, 9 2ist 
37 Akhbér-i-Alam, ee ae » 22nd 
$8 | Kavi Bachan Sudhd, _.,, | Benares, ae 8th » 13th 
$9 | Jagat Samdchdr, oe | Meerut, eee » Sth] , 14th 
40 | Hindi Dhau'pore Gazette, Dhaulpore, «| Novr. 30th » 15th 
4) Benares Akhbér 9 900 Benares, eo | Decr. 15th ” 16th 
42 Ja gat Samdchér, 000 Meerut, son |” ” 12th 9 17th 
43 Hindi Mérwar Gazette,... | J odhpore, clo eel ow 6 
44 | Samai Binod, oe Nynee Tal, ..j] , 5th| , 19th 
ALLAHABAD: : GEORGE WAGENTREIBER, 
The 31st December, 1870. Govt. Reporter on the Vernacular- Press o 
Upper India. 
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